GTA Seminar/Talks Series

IVAG: Interactive Visualisation Applications for Learning Geography


Organized by Singapore Management University and the Geography Teachers’ Association of Singapore 

      Date:   Sat 13 Nov 2010, 

      Time:   9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m.

      Closing date: 30 October 2010 

      To apply, please submit the attached application form.

Background

Data visualization, such as thematic maps and statistical charts, are commonly used in geographical and environmental studies.  Teaching data visualization in the classroom environment, however, is a challenging task.  This is mainly because there is a general lack of appropriate teaching material besides printed maps and charts.  

Since the introduction of EduGIS courseware jointly designed and developed by the Educational Technology Division, Ministry of Education and Dr. Kam Tin Seong in the late 90s, schools in Singapore have started to use GIS to teach map reading and geographical thinking skills.  Despite its usefulness, this courseware was not widely adopted by schools because it requires teachers to have significant working knowledge of a GIS software.  Furthermore, the courseware was designed using a desktop GIS package which confined its usage to a school IT lab environment.  In addition, EduGIS had focused on only one of the many data visualization techniques, namely thematic mapping. However, there are other useful techniques of data visualization such as statistical graphics.  
IVAG

In view of these limitations, a new generation of courseware for teaching geography called Interactive Visualisation Applications for Learning Geography (IVAG) has been designed and developed by incorporating state-of-the-art rich internet applications technology and data visualization. 
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IVAG is a web-based courseware that aims to enhance the learning experiences of students by exploring real world data in the form of highly interactive maps and statistical charts.  It also aims to allow teachers to implement pedagogic approaches such as inquiry-based learning, self-directed learning and constructivist approach in the teaching of geography.

Objectives

During this session participants will: 
1) preview the IVAG courseware
2) explore the potential use of IVAG in teaching geography  

3)   learn how to become an early adaptor of IVAG courseware 


APPLICATION FORM
IVAG: Interactive Visualization Applications for Learning Geography

Date:             Saturday, 13 November 2010
Time:             9.30 a.m. – 12.30 p.m.
Venue:          SEIL Lab, Level 5, School of Economics(SOE)/School of Social Sciences
                         Singapore Management University
                    ( SMU Campus map is available at http://www.smu.edu.sg/campus/map/index.asp)
Registration Fee:  $20/-
Closing date:  Friday, 30 October 2010
Please email completed application form to Martin Chan at email address

chan_weng_onn_martin@moe.edu.sg by 30 Oct 2010.
      Cheque should be made payable to “Geography Teachers’ Association

      of Singapore” and will be collected on the day of the talk.
      For enquiries please write to admin@gta.org.sg or call Ms Ho at 96365380
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